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Bulletin
DATE: March 28, 2002

TO: Insurers and Nonprofit Health Service Plans
Participating in the Small Group Market

RE: Contract Filings

BULLETIN NO.: Life and Health 02-5

We would like to bring to your attention revisions that will be required of the small group
contracts issued or renewed on or after July 1, 2002. These revisions were published in the
Maryland Register on December 28, 2001. Notice of Final Action was published in the
Maryland Register on March 8, 2002.

We recommend that these changes be made through an amendment rider which will be
attached to the group policy and certificate. Please specify the form number and date of approval
of the policy to which the amendment rider will be attached. To ensure approval by July 1,
2002, the filings must be received by this Administration by May 1, 2002.

Revisions Required By COMAR 31.11.06

» Experimental Services definition
=  Modified this definition to refer to the edition of the Institute of Medicine Report on

Assessing Medical Technologies that is current when the care is rendered. See COMAR
31.11.06.02B(16).

» New benefit for hearing aids for minor children ages 0 to 18. See COMAR
31.11.06.03A(34).

» Hearing Aid Exclusion
=  Modified Exclusion #24 to add an exception for covered hearing aids for minor children.
See COMAR 31.11.06.06B(24).
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We are enclosing copies of the changes to the small group regulations published on
December 28, 2001 and March 8, 2002. Please contact Fern Thomas, Supervisor, Health Review
Unit at (410) 468-2170 if you have any questions regarding these filings.

Wendy Taparanskas, Ph.D.
Associate Commissioner
Life and Health

Enclosure



